Note from the Department Head by Siembieda, William
noTe from The DeparTmenT heaD
Each	issue	of	FOCUS	is	a	wonderful	happening.	For	the	reader	it	provides	an	insight	into	our	world	
and the projects that engage the students, faculty and alumni. For us it is a chance to reflect on 
what	has	been	done	and	the	meaning	of	our	engagement.	The	fact	that	FOCUS	is	supported	solely	











for 2006. Mike is a special student who, among many accomplishments, has lead Cal Poly’s student 
group EmPower (that addresses energy issues). He is the third CRP student to receive this national 
award	 in	 the	 past	 six	 years,	 making	 our	 department	 the	 country’s	 leading	 program	 for	 student	
leadership.	It	is	clear	why	we	believe	this	is	simply	the	best	undergraduate	program	in	the	nation.
How	good	is	the	City	and	Regional	Planning	Department	compared	to	other	programs	in	the	nation?	
This question was answered, in part, by the first national ranking of masters programs conducted 
by Planetizen, a private on-line planning news service. The CRP program ranked 19th	nationally,	by	
reputation	overall.	In	the	categories	of	special	skill	areas,	it	is	a	pleasure	to	tell	you	that	we	ranked	
first in zoning administration; sixth in plan making; and ninth in technology. This means that we are 
viewed	as	a	top	program	in	the	same	peer	group	as	MIT,	North	Carolina,	UCLA,	Berkeley,	Penn,	and	
Cornell.	This	is	simply	an	outstanding	performance	by	a	master’s	only	public	university.	The	ranking	
was based on responses from more than 2,000 academics and professionals. For more information 
visit	the	Web	site	at	www.planetizen.com.
The high national ranking reflects CRP’s focus on engaging in plan making with real community 
clients.	This	 year	we	 are	 fortunate	 to	 have	worked	 in	 several	 communities	 in	 the	Central	 Valley	
(Traver, Armona, Kettleman City), King City in the Salinas Valley, and with the City of Ventura on the 
Central	Coast.		In	each	project,	our	students	have	worked	with	local	groups	and	designed	work	of	
local	utility.	We	are	proud	of	this	wide	ranging	effort.
We	 are	 thankful	 when	 private	 donors	make	 an	 investment	 in	 the	 betterment	 of	 our	 department.	
This year the Errett-Fisher Foundation chose us to receive five years of support for improving the 
technology	 and	 the	 studio	 spaces	 for	 our	 program,	 as	 well	 as	 supporting	 student	 professional	
development.	This	type	of	support	is	essential	to	the	department	as	the	funds	provided	by	the	state	
are not sufficient to provide the quality educational experience we wish to provide our students. 
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State of California. The California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (OES) asked CRP to be 
its	academic	partner	in	rewriting	the	state’s	Multi-Hazard	Mitigation	Plan	for	submission	to	FEMA	in	




Many	 CRP	 faculty	 are	 becoming	 more	 engaged	 in	 the	 discussion	 of	 sustainability	 and	 how	 its	
sub-sets	 (LEED,	energy	planning,	 urban	ecology,	hazard	 resilient	 community	planning,	 suburban	
regeneration) are to play a role in  planning education and the profession. How to formulate a post-
modern	 approach	 to	 improving	 the	 environment	will	 be	 an	 area	 of	 central	 concern	 for	 us	 in	 the	
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